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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Ari zona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee at Hilton Garden I nn, 11460 West Hi |l ton Wy,
Avondal e, Arizona, commencing at 1:14 p.m on

June 5, 2023.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

GABRI ELA S. MERCER, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion
LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environnmental Quality
DAVI D FRENCH, Arizona Departnent of Water Resources
R DAVI D KRYDER, Agriculture Interests
SCOTT SOVERS, Incorporated Cities and Towns
ROVAN FONTES, Counti es
MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, General Public

(via videoconf erence)

APPEARANCES:

For the Applicant:
Jason Moyes, Esq.
MOYES SELLERS & HENDRI CKS
1850 North Central Avenue
Suite 1100
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85004

Al so Present:

Caire Phillips, WstLand Resources
Julie Larsen, Paralegal to M. Myes
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CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

Now is the tinme set for the hearing on the
application for Certificate of Environnental
Conpati bility Booth H Ils Transm ssion project, Docket
No. L-21241A-23-0102-00220.

We'll just call it Line Siting Case 220 to keep
it brief.

Let's take a roll call of the Menbers.

Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Here. Present.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Menber Drago.

MEMBER DRAGO. Good afternoon. Director's
desi gnee for the Arizona Departnent of Environnent
Quality.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Good afternoon. Richard David
Kryder for -- representing Arizona Agriculture,
Agriculture of Arizona.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: Gabriela Mercer, designee for
t he Chairman of the Arizona Corporation Conm ssion.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Toby Little representing the
publi c.

CHWN STAFFORD: And Menber French

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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MEMBER FRENCH: Good afternoon. David French,
director's designee fromthe Arizona Departnent of Water
Resour ces.

Al right. Take appearances, pl ease.

MR MOYES: Good afternoon, M. Chairnman and
Menbers of Commttee. M nane is Jason Moyes with the
law firmof Myes Sellers & Hendricks. And | am | ocal
counsel for the Applicant in this case, 315PC 8ME LLC

Wth ne is to ny right ny trusted paral egal
Ms. Julie Larsen fromny office.

And I will also introduce our Avantus nenbers.
| can do that now, M. Chairman, or during ny opening
st at enment .

CHWN STAFFORD: You can introduce them now and
t hen make your opening statenent.

MR MOYES: Ckay. Qur witnesses are in the
order that they will appear with us is M. Jason Moretz,
Ms. Tracy Hamlton and M. Patrick Tan from Avant us.

Qur environnent consultants testifying today is
Bri an Lindenlaub at the table, and wiwth Brian is
Ms. Claire Phillips, also with WstLand Resources.

And then we always | ove to acknow edge and
appreci ate our Peaks Audio team here. | thank them for
their hel p today.

CHWN STAFFORD: Go ahead and nmake your opening

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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st at enment .

MR. MOYES: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Once again, good afternoon to you and the
Menbers of the Committee. W appreciate you being here
t oday.

It's a pleasure for me to be here once again
representing a project that I'mproud to be a part of.
My experience with these line siting matters first began
in 2014 with the original Sun Streans project. That was
with Judge Foreman, if any of you got to know him

| want to express appreciation on behalf of all
of Arizona for M. Stafford, the Chairnman's service on
this Commttee with a new Conmttee, and to each and
every one of you individually. W know you have ot her
i mportant things you could be doing, and we appreciate
you spending the tine to hear these cases, especially for
us today.

M. Chairman, we've worked hard to organi ze this
short case to efficiently confirmthat the appropriate
record supporting a decision today authorizing the Booth
Hlls Transm ssion Project.

| will describe to you briefly what the
W t nesses we have previously introduced to you will be
speaking on. W only have four wtnesses. W wll| be
presenting our case in a two-panel format. The first

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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panel, which we wll call the Avantus panel, wll consi st
of M. Moretz and Ms. Ham | ton and M. Tan.

M. Mretz is the Senior Vice President of
Devel opnment for Avantus. M. Tracy Hamlton is the
Director of Permtting for Avantus. And M. Patrick Tan
is the Senior Director of Transm ssion and
| nt er connecti on.

Fol | ow ng that panel, M. Chairman, we wl|
transition to our environnmental panel where M. Brian
Li ndenl aub again with WestLand Resources, the Vice
Presi dent of WestlLand, will be our witness, wll present
a virtual tour for the Commttee and conplete his
testinmony regarding all of the statutory requirenents
requi red for a CEC

Most of our testinony today has been pre-filed.
We hope the Conmttee's had an opportunity to | ook
t hrough that and understand why we're here today. |If you
have had that opportunity, you'll know that we are here
today requesting two separate CECs for relatively short
gen-tie lines that will interconnect two nei ghboring
sol ar and battery storage facilities, the Pinyon Sol ar
Project and the Caball ero Solar Project, which we'll
refer to throughout the hearing as the solar facilities.

And while those facility -- the solar facilities
aren't necessarily jurisdictional to this process, sone

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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context and understanding of their | ocation and | ogistics
wll help explain why we are requesting two CECs today,
which we will provide in our testinony.

Qur primary renmai ning task, M. Chairnman, wll
be to review that evidence, answer any questi ons you nay
have, and we'll try to do that efficiently so that we can
all acconplish our objective and not spend too nany days
her e.

To that end, we'd appreciate the Chairnman and
the Commttee indulging us in trying to hold questions
until the end of our witnesses, if possible. O course,
we Wl |l be responsive whenever you have questions if
they're raised during soneone's testinony, but sonetines
deferral to the end nmay be the best imedi ate answer to a
questi on when they can obtain nore infornmation.

The Applicant, 315PC 8ME LLC, is an entity
whol |y owned by Avantus. M. Miretz will testify nore
about the conpany's background and experience. He wl
describe the solar facilities and the breadth and depth
of Avantus's prem er integrated position in today's sol ar
energy industry. H's presentation will confirm Avantus's
capabilities and their objectives for the Booth Hlls
Transm ssi on Project.

Next, Ms. HamlIton wll review and suppl enent
her pre-filed witten testinony, which identifies the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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| ocation of the transmi ssion project, its routing, its
shared right-of-way corridor, and the two i ndependent
substations and relatively short gen-tie |ines.

M. Patrick Tan will then briefly address the
engi neer design and structures of the project as well as
an overview of the transm ssion system i npact studies and
the contractual interconnection agreenents which wl |
allow the Booth Hlls Transm ssion Project to safely and
reliably link up the solar projects to the Pinal West
Substation, and thus the regional grid w thout adverse
effect on the Arizona Transm ssion System

After M. Tan, we'll briefly return to
Ms. Ham Iton to address the other nmmjor permtting
requi rements associated wth the solar projects, and she
wi Il also describe the need for the Booth Hills
Transm ssion Project to bring that solar power to the
grid.

Ms. Hamlton wll also assist as necessary wth
our second panel, our environnental panel, which features
M. Lindenlaub. H's testinony will confirmthe
supportive findings with respect to all those statutory
requi renents that we nentioned for CECs and al so expl ain
in detail the very robust public outreach process that
t he Applicant has undertaken to be prepared for today.

And, as | nentioned, M. Lindenlaub wll guide

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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us through a virtual tour to help the Commttee
under st and exactly where this project is |ocated and what
it will look |ike after constructi on.

Qur witnesses will use PowerPoint slides, as
you're wel | -accustoned to, on the main screens. Al of
our exhibits have al so been either pre-filed or
pre-|l oaded onto your tablets or those late-filed exhibits
have been delivered to you by hand nonents ago.

I n summary, because of its peculiar renote
| ocation and its sinple conponents we believe the Booth
Hlls Transm ssion Project will be virtually honmogenous
wth and clearly conpatible with both the site-specific
and the overall surroundi ng environment.

We are confident that you will agree and that we
efficiently work together to confirmthat conclusion and
i ssue the requested certificates. Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

Wul d you like to call your first panel of
W t nesses?

MR MOYES: We woul d. But briefly,

M. Chairman, as | alluded to before the hearing began,
we have a nunber of exhibits that were pre-filed, sone of
which will be discussed by the wtnesses during their
testi nony, but there were a few other procedural exhibits

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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that were filed that we would like to admt into the
record, and | don't know if you want to have ne descri be
t hem one by one.

CHWN STAFFORD: Are you tal king about BH 18 and
19?

MR. MOYES: Those are two suppl enental exhibits
that you didn't have previously, but those are included
in the group that I'mtal king about. The other ones have
to do with the slides that we're presenting, the virtual
tour itinerary, sone public outreach proof of delivery
for the notices and so on and so forth.

If you would Iike, we can specifically nention
those or | can bring themup as they' re nentioned in
testinmony. It's just those few other ones such as the
Staff response letter that they won't be testifying on.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's fine. You can go ahead
and just address the exhibits as they're going through
their testinony. You want to have the two that have been
mar ked?

MR. MOYES. Yes. The exhibits before you marked
as BH 18. That particular exhibit is just an addition
and supplement to the social nedia outreach slides that
you will see presented before you today. The bul k of
those slides are already in BH 6.

And then the last letter marked as BH 19 is a

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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response from Staff to the Chairman's request for
information regarding the project's and Staff's
indication that they did not plan to intervene and didn't
have nmajor issues with either of the Caballero or the

Pi nyon proj ects.

So with your perm ssion we would nove to admt
t hose, M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: 18 and 197

MR, MOYES: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: BH 18 and BH 19 are adm tted.

(Exhibits BH 18 and BH 19 were adnmitted.)

MR MOYES: The rest of the exhibits | wll do
ny best to interrupt and point out or after each rel evant
W tnhess's testinony when they' ve spoken about them and
admt those.

Qur first witness panel, as | nentioned, will be
t he Avantus panel, and we will first introduce all three
of those panel nenbers, M. Chairman, Menbers of the
Commttee, sone of the line of questioning wll interact
and go back and forth between those three. W would find
that nost helpful. So | will start wwth M. Jason
Moretz. | don't know if you want to swear the w tnesses
in first, M. Chairnman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes. | was -- so |I'm swearing
in M. Mretz, Ms. Hamlton and M. Tan at this point?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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MR. MOYES: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. M. Mretz, would
you prefer an oath of affirmation?

MR MORETZ: Affirmation, please.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you affirmthe testinony you
wll give in this matter will be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth taking into
consideration the penalties for perjury in the State of
Ari zona?

MR MORETZ: Yes, | do.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ms. Ham lton, oath or
affirmation?

M5. HAM LTON:  Affirnmation.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you affirmthe testinony you
will give in this matter will be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth taking into
consi deration the penalties for perjury in the State of
Ari zona?

MS5. HAM LTON:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Tan?

MR TAN.  Affirmati on, please.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you affirmthe testinony you
will give in this matter will be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth taking into
consideration the penalties for perjury in the State of

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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Ari zona?

MR TAN:. Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. You may proceed,
M. Moyes.

MR MOYES: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

JASON MORETZ, TRACY HAM LTQON, and PATRI CK TAN,
called as wtnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirmed or sworn by the Chairman
to speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR MOYES:
Q M. Moretz, could you please state your nane and
busi ness address for the record.
A (M. Mretz) Good afternoon. M nane is Jason
Moretz. My business address is 3115 East Lion Lane in

Salt Lake Cty, U ah.

Q And by whom are you enpl oyed and what is your
job title?
A (M. Mretz) |1'menployed by Avantus as Seni or

Vice President of Devel opnent.
Q M. Moretz, have you previously testified before
this Commttee in Arizona?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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A (M. Mretz) | have not.

Q Can you descri be your educational background for
the Commttee, please?

A (M. Mretz) | have a PhD in ecol ogy and
evol uti onary biology from Chio University, and Bachelor's
and Master's in science degree in biology fromWnthrop

Uni versity in South Carolina.

Q And what role do you serve for Avantus,
M. Mretz?
A (M. Mretz) | lead the overall devel opnent and

strategy of our southwest portfolio, so projects in
Ari zona, Col orado, Nevada and Utah. Those fall under ny
pur vi ew.

Q As it relates specifically to this project
today, the Booth H Ils Transm ssion Project, what have
your responsibilities been?

A (M. Mretz) I'mthe | ead devel oper for this
project. So | amresponsible for its overall devel opnent
and execution. And specifically |I |ead the coordination
and facilitation of the various subject matter experts
that work on the project.

Q Thank you.

Ms. Ham I ton, would you please state for the
record your nane and busi ness address.

A (Ms. Hamlton) M nane is Tracy Ham |ton, and

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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ny business address is 2375 East Canel back Road, Suite
600, Phoeni x, Arizona 85016.

Q And by whom are you enpl oyed and what is your
job title?
A (Ms. Hamlton) | am enpl oyed by Avantus, and ny

job title is Director of Permtting.

Q Have you previous testified before this
Comm ttee, Ms. Ham | ton?

A (Ms. Hamlton) | have not.

Q And woul d you briefly describe your educati onal
background, pl ease.

A (Ms. Hamlton) | have a Bachelor's in
environnental studies fromthe University of Nevada,

Las Vegas and a Master's in environnental |aw and policy
from Ver nont Law School

Q Coul d you pl ease descri be an overvi ew of your
role and responsibilities as a Director of Permtting at
Avant us?

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes. | lead land entitlenents
and discretionary permts for utility scale projects. |
support cross-functional teans in understanding the
inplications of permtting strategies. | support
financing activities such as financial due diligence, and
| also work to maintain a governnent rel ati ons and
out reach program

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Q Ms. HamlIton, as it relates specifically to the
Booth Hills Transm ssion Project, what have your specific
roles and responsibilities been?

A (Ms. Hamlton) | amthe permtting lead for the
project, and I am overseeing the acquisition of all
di scretionary permts and overseeing all of the
envi ronnental surveys and studies and technical reports
that are being conpleted as part of that.

Q Thank you.

M. Tan, would you pl ease give your full nane
and busi ness addr ess.

A (M. Tan) Yes. Patrick Tan. Business address
Is 4370 Town Center Boul evard, Suite 110, in El Dorado
Hlls, California 95762.

Q And coul d you pl ease provide the name of your
enpl oyer and job title.

A (M. Tan) Yes. M enployer is Avantus, and |
am Seni or Director of Transm ssion and | nterconnecti on.

Q M. Tan, have you had the opportunity to testify

previously before this Commttee?

A (M. Tan) | have not.
Q And what are your educational backgrounds?
A (M. Tan) Yes. | have a Bachelor's degree in

electrical engineering from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. |
al so have a Master's in business admnistration from UC
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Ber kel ey, Haas School of Business. I|I'malso a certified
prof essi onal el ectrical engineer.

Q As senior director of transm ssion and
i nterconnection for Avantus what are your roles and
responsibilities?

A (M. Tan) Yes. | lead interconnection efforts
on projects across the country, including Arizona. W
typically determ ne the best places on the electric grid
to connect our projects. W also prepare the
applications to go through the utility processes, work
wth the utilities on the studies that they perform as
wel | as negotiate the interconnection agreenents.

Q And specifically with regards to this project,
the Booth HIls Transm ssion Project, M. Tan, what have
your particular responsibilities been?

A (M. Tan) | perforned all these exact
responsibilities for these projects.

Q Ckay. Thank you

We'll now go back to M. Moretz.

M. Moretz, can you explain to the Commttee the
rel ati onship between the entity that filed this
application, 315PC 8ME LLC, and Avantus, the conpany that
you work for?

A (M. Moretz) 315PC is a specific purpose vehicle
that we set up specifically for this project. For all of
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our projects we establish a |legal entity, and Avantus

whol | y owns each of those legal entities. |In this case
it's 315PC.
Q And what would you like the Commttee to know

about Avantus and its experience in the southwest?
A (M. Mretz) Avantus was forned in 2009. W

originated in California and have been expandi ng since.

Today, our southwest portfolio accounts for about half of

t he overall Avantus portfolio. W're about 185 people
Now.

| would al so nention as of today we have 2
gigawatts of projects that are in operation in addition

to the pipeline here on the screen.

Q And that includes projects in the pipeline for
Arizona as well; is that correct?
A (M. Mretz) It does. W have about a dozen

projects in Arizona that are in various stages of

devel opnent all the way from brand-new i nterconnecti on

requests to projects that are about construction ready.
Q Thank you. Can you briefly describe for the

Commttee the two solar projects that this transm ssion

project will support?

A (M. Moretz) Sure. Referring to the screen,

21

the green project here, this our Pinyon project. This is

a 300- negawatt solar plus storage project. To the west
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in the blue this is the Caballero project. This is a
200- nregawatt sol ar plus storage project.

Q And can you describe the battery storage
projects that were nentioned in the application and how
they relate to those two sol ar projects?

A (M. Mretz) Sure. For the Caballero
project -- sorry, let ne start wwth Pinyon. For Pinyon,
this is a 300-negawatt by 4-hour battery, and for
Caballero it's a 200-negawatt by 4-hour battery.

Q And where will those battery storage projects be

| ocated in relation to the solar projects?

A (M. Mretz) The battery energy storage systens
wll be |ocated for -- Caballero wll be here at the
little blue square. They'll be |ocated next to the high

vol tage substation for the project.

And the sane here on Pinyon. The battery
portion of the project will be |ocated here next to the
hi gh vol tage substati on.

Q Can you describe for the Commttee, M. Moretz,
the | and ownership and the size of the solar projects?
A (M. Mretz) Both of these projects will be
| ocated on a mx of BLM and private |land. The Pinyon
project, again, the one in green, is |ocated on al nost
wholly owned BLM Il and. It's about 1750 acres plus or
m nus and about 250 acres of private | and.
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The Caballero project has a little bit nore
private | and, about 500 negawatts -- sorry, about 500
acres with about 1250 acres on BLM | and.

Q And when does Avantus anticipate starting
construction for the solar projects?

A (M. Mretz) The Pinyon project as it's
currently envi sioned now woul d be @B of 2024.

The Cabal |l ero project would begin construction
in QL of 2025.

Q And how long will those projects take to

conplete or I'll question -- I'll word that differently.
When is the anticipated operation date for both
of those projects?

A (M. Mretz) My 2026.

Q Thank you, M. Moretz.

s there anything else you wish to add to your
testinony at this tinme?

A (M. Mretz) No, thank you

Q Ms. Hamlton, will you pl ease provide the
Commttee with an overview of the Booth Hills
Transm ssion Project and its two conponents?

A (Ms. Ham lton) The proposed Booth Hills
Transm ssion Project consists of two gen-ties and two
project substations that wll support the proposed Pinyon
Sol ar Project and Cabal |l ero sol ar project.
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Q Can --

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes.

Q Can you tell us nore about the routes that each
project will take?

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes. So as Jason just

descri bed, the Caballero solar project is in blue.

The Pinyon Solar Project is in green.

The gen-ties originate at the Caballero
substati on, and the Caballero gen-tie would then foll ow
t he sout her nnbst boundary of the Pinyon Sol ar Project
project, and it would cone around, and it would neet with
the Pinyon Sol ar Project gen-tie where they woul d share a
common corridor generally headed east/west to their
respective points of interconnection at the existing
Pi nal West Substation in Pinal County.
BY MR MOYES:

Q So the transm ssion corridor that you descri bed,

Ms. Ham Ilton, wll be shared between the two |ines at

sone point? Can you describe nore where exactly that is?

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes. The shared corridor begins
at the -- as you can see on the map here, just outside of
t he southern -- the southeastern corner of the Pinyon

Sol ar Project where they're sited or colocated within the
sanme 200-foot corridor.
Q So wll the entirety of that corridor fromthe
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start of the Caball ero substation all the way to the
connection to the Pinal West, wll that entire corridor
be 200 feet w de?

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes. The entire corridor wll
be 200 feet wi de.

Q But you're constructing two gen-tie lines within
that sanme corridor; is that correct?

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes, that is correct.

Q Ckay. Can you describe for the Conmittee the
pur pose and need for these two gen-ties?

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes. So the purpose of these --
of the Booth Hills transm ssion project is to
I nt erconnect the proposed Pinyon Sol ar Project and
proposed Caballero Solar Project to the regional electric
grid.

And the need for the projects is so that you can
transmt the -- up to 200-negawatt sol ar -- excuse ne,
Cabal | ero solar project and up to 300-megawatt Pi nyon
Sol ar Project to the regional grid.

Q Ms. Ham Iton, from an environnental perspective
what are the benefits of using a joint corridor and
building two lines within that sane right-of-way?

A (Ms. Hamlton) By collocating the lines within
a 200-foot conmmon corridor and constructi ng separate
| i nes as opposed to one double circle line we're able to
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mnimze the footprint of the projects and use small er
pol es than would be required if we were to construct a
doubl e-circuit high voltage |ine.

And so it mnimzes overall inpacts on
bi ol ogi cal resources, cultural resources, visual
resources, and mnimzes disturbance overall.

Q Thank you. Can you describe, Ms. Ham lton, the
rel evant jurisdictions that are pertinent to both the
Cabal l ero and the Pinyon Sol ar Project gen-ties?

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes. So the Caballero gen-tie
line along this -- the southern boundary of Pinyon Sol ar
Project is largely wwthin federal | ands nmanaged by the
Bur eau of Land Managenent, Lower Sonoran Field O fice and
the Pinyon Solar gen-tie line and where it is coll ocated
wth the Caballero solar line is largely on private | ands
i n uni ncorporated Maricopa and Pi nal Counti es.

Q Can you show on the map for the Commttee
roughly where that change from Mari copa County to Pinal
County i18?

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes. So as you can see on the
map, there is a dotted line that is north/south, and that
is the distinction between Maricopa County, which is to
the left or the west and Pinal County, which is to the
right or to the east.

Q So the vast nmpjority of the transm ssion |ines
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are sited wthin Mari copa County?

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes. Al but just under half a
mle or approximately .45-mle within Pinal County. The
remai nder is in Maricopa County.

Q Ckay. M. Tan, can you describe for the
Commttee the types of structures that will be used to
support those gen-tie lines that were just described by
Ms. Ham | ton?

A (M. Tan) Yes. W expect to use a conbination
-- or a three-pole or a nono-pole dead end or angl ed
structures as well as potentially two-pole Hfrane and
nono- pol e tangent structures.

On the screen here are exanples of different
ki nds of nono-pole type of structures neaning a single
pole. There's going to be approxinmately 21 conbi ned
structures for Pinyon and 39 conbi ned structures for
Cabal | er o.

Q M. Tan, do you know rel atively what the maxi num
hei ght of any structure anywhere within this project is

expected to be?

A (M. Tan) Yes. The maxi num height will be
200 feet.
Q And with regards to the project substations

t hensel ves, can you pl ease el aborate on what equi pnent
and how t hose substations work for the Commttee?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 220 VOLUME | 06/05/2023 28

A (M. Tan) Yes. Starting wth the Pinyon
substati on, the substation connects the 34.5kV sol ar
project to the 345kV Tucson Electric Power Transm ssion
Grade using two step-up transforners. Each transforner
and the generation tie-line will have circuit breakers
and di sconnect switches for safety purposes to connect to
the grid.

And there will be protection and netering
transforners on both 34.5kV and 345kV buses and there
will also be capacitor banks, which are used power factor
support and voltage support. That will be included on
t he 34.5kV bus.

There wll also be a control building within the
substation yard, which holds protection and conmuni cati on
equi pnent .

The Cabal lero project will have a simlar
arrangenent except it's going to be connecting to the
500kV Salt River Project system

Q And so two different entities -- or two
different utilities, rather, that we have to connect to
wth these two separate lines; correct?

A (M. Tan) That's correct.

Q And, as | understand it, M. Tan, any tine a
project of this nature is to be constructed there is a
fairly robust interconnection process that has to take
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pl ace ahead of tine; is that correct?

A (M. Tan) That's correct.

Q Can you pl ease describe what that process
entails for the Commttee?

A (M. Tan) Yes. The -- so to nove forward in
the interconnection process you need -- a project wll
need to submt an interconnection request to the utility.
So for Pinyon we submtted to Tucson Electric Power. The
utility would then accept the application and pl ace the
project in the generation interconnection queue, which
woul d -- does have all of the projects that were

submtted to Tucson Electric for interconnecting to the

grid.
The Salt River Project would follow a sim|lar
process.
Q Have those requests, in fact, been submtted to

the two utilities?

A (M. Tan) Yes. So Pinyon Solar Project was

submtted to Tucson Electric Power in Septenber 2018.
And Cabal |l ero was submtted to Salt R ver
Project in June 2020.

Q M. Tan, can you briefly summari ze the scope of
the systeminpact and facilities studies that were
conducted by these two utilities?

A (M. Tan) Yes. So for Pinyon with Tucson
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El ectric Power they perforned three studies. The first
of which is called the feasibility study where they
performa high-1level analysis of the grid and the inpact
of the project. They would then provide us just a

hi gh-1 evel cost and schedule for that.

Next they woul d nove into the system i npact
study, which is a nore robust analysis of the grid, which
i ncl udes other projects that are in the generation
i nt erconnecti on queue to ensure everyone's taken into
account. They would then run that analysis and simlarly
det erm ne an updated cost schedul e scope of work required
to connect.

Finally, they would performa facilities study
which requires -- it's a even nore in-depth physical | ook
goi ng to the substations, and then they can hone in on
t he exact scope needed for -- to connect the projects.

Salt River Project follows a simlar process to
Tucson Electric Power with the exception that they do not
performa feasibility study.

Q And these studies that you just described for
the Comm ttee, have they already taken place as well for
t he both projects?

A (M. Tan) For Pinyon, the feasibility study for
300 negawatts was conpleted in April 2019. The system
I npact study was conpleted in Novenber 2019. And the
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facilities study was conpleted in June 2020.

For Caball ero, the systeminpact study was
conpl eted in May 2022. And the facilities study is
currently in progress.

Q M. Tan, as part of the exhibits that were
pre-filed I'll draw your attention to Exhibit BH 16. Do
you have that in front of you?

A (M. Tan) Yes.

Q BH 16 appears to be a set of data requests from
t he Corporation Comm ssion Staff. Can you describe for
the Commttee what that is, what they were asking, and

what your responses were in sumary?

A (M. Tan) Yes. The -- so there -- | wll go
through -- | can go through each question, if that's
desi r ed.

Q You can do that if you like.

A (M. Tan) Well, in general, it was the first

question was were the systeminpacts eval uated? And the
answer is yes, they were. They were perforned as part of
the systeminpact study. W did provide those studies to
the Commttee. There was al so questions --

Q As opposed to goi ng through each one of those

questions, M. Tan, can you just summari ze the overall --

what -- what was Staff's concerns overall?
A (M. Tan) | nean, the Staff's concerns overall
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was just that whether there was an inpact on the grid,
and in general -- or as a whole there was not. The
primary itemthat was shown was at -- for the Caballero
project with the Salt R ver Project that it did not cause
violations but during -- if it charged fromthe grid at
the full size that it could cause system i ssues under
certain rare outages.

As a mtigation for that and as a best practice
we woul d not charge fromthe grid during any scenario
where that's a possibility. So that's how we woul d
mtigate dealing with that issue. And that's -- that
woul d be fairly common practice for these projects.

Q M. Tan, was there any concern expressed by
Staff or by either utility in these interconnection
studi es that Avantus would not be able to mtigate or
fully satisfy in order to safely and reliably connect
t hese projects to the grid?

A (M. Tan) No. W felt we were able to safely
address all issues.

MR MOYES: M. Chairman, |1'd nove to admt
Exhibit BH 17 at this point.

CHWN STAFFORD: BH 17 or BH 167

VMR MOYES: Ch, I'"'msorry, 16. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Exhibit BH 16 is admtted.

(Exhibit BH 16 was admtted.)
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BY MR MOYES:

Q Goi ng back to your previous |ine of questioning,
M. Tan. After those studies are conpleted what is the
next step in the process for interconnecting the
pr oj ects?

A (M. Tan) Yes. After the studies are conplete,
Pi nyon and Caball ero would then each execute a | arge
generator interconnection agreenent with Tucson El ectric
Power and Salt River Project respectively. That in that
agreenent it would outline the obligations, the scope,
the cost and the m | estones for the projects to cone
onl i ne.

Once that is executed, the projects would work
wth TEP and SRP to engi neer, procure, and construct
t hese projects.

Q And has a | arge generator interconnection
agr eenment been undertaken for either or both projects?

A (M. Tan) Yes. The |arge generator
I nt erconnection agreenent for Pinyon with Tucson Electric
Power is in progress. And we are awaiting the draft
i nterconnection agreenent from Salt R ver Project for
Cabal I ero, which would be provided after they conplete
their facility study.

Q And are those two projects studi ed under the
sane queue are or are they separate?
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A (M. Tan) These are studi ed under separate
I nt erconnecti on processes. Pinyon went under Tucson
Electric's process, and Caballero went under Salt R ver
Project's process.

Q Thank you, M. Tan

| have a few foll ow up questions for
Ms. Ham |t on.

Ms. Ham Iton, other than the CEC permt that we
are obviously here for today, are there other
di scretionary permts that are required to construct both
the battery energy storage systemfacilities and the
gen-ties to hook those up to the grid?

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes. Both the Pinyon Sol ar
Project and the Caballero Solar Project have a portion on
federal |ands that are managed by the Bureau of Land
Managenment. And both projects are currently under
eval uati on by the Bureau of Land Managenent under their
obligations to require a conprehensive environnent al
review prior to issuance of a new right-of-way grant.

Both projects are subject to a | aw known as
the -- as National Environnmental Policy Act or NEPA, and
it is a very conprehensive environnental review process,
and both projects are subject in their entirety,
i ncluding the gen-ties to that process.
Q So with those processes underway or yet to be
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conmpleted, is it an accurate statenment that there is an
addi ti onal public process where folks wll have an
opportunity to conment on the broader scal e aspects of
this project or rather the solar and battery storage
projects that aren't jurisdictional to a CEC?

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes, that is accurate.

Q Do you have an anticipated tine frane for
conmpl eti on of those processes?

A (Ms. Hamlton) | do not have an esti nmated
conpletion at this tine because it's ultimately up to a
| ot of various factors, and largely reliant on the Bureau
of Land Managenent, and they have a very hefty workl oad
right now So we're working with the agencies to try to
advance that as nuch as we can, but we are -- we are in
t he process.

Q Thank you. And | just wanted to clarify that
you menti oned the NEPA process will also include
additional review of the gen-ties as well; is that
correct?

A (Ms. Hamlton) Yes. Even though the gen-tie
for Pinyon, for exanple, is alnost entirely on private
| ands the BLMis considering approval of the solar
project as the gen-tie connected action to that, and
therefore they are also reviewing the gen-tie despite the
fact that it is being constructed al nost entirely on
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private | ands.

And then for Caballero obviously there is a
| arge portion that is on private land in the shared
corridor, but the portion that is within federal |and on
t he Pinyon Sol ar Project that is absolutely under review
by the BLM as wel |.

Q Thank you, Ms. Ham | ton
|s there anything el se you wish to add to your

testinony at this tinme?

A (Ms. Hamlton) There is not.
Q Ckay.
CHWN STAFFORD: | have a question about the
letter from Staff and the responsive data requests. It

mentions that SRP nentioned a potential overload if the
battery charge is 300 negawatts fromthe grid under
certain conditions.

Can you el aborate on what concerns SRP had with
t hat ?

MR TAN. | can do that. Well, SRP' s concern
was pretty nuch in the event of what's called a stuck
breaker outage. What that nmeans is if one of the circuit
breakers in a certain substation -- a specific substation
fails to operate, then that would cause an overload in
t he event of charging.

So -- whichis -- it's a fairly rare outage, but
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they do plan for worst-case scenari os.

CHWN STAFFORD: And that was for chargi ng, not
di schar gi ng?

MR TAN:. That was charging only. Yeah, not a
di scharging i ssue. So, you know, we have -- we and the
of ftaker, whoever is utilizing the energy of the project,
has the ability to control when their -- or at |east
i nfl uence when they want to charge fromthe grid. So we
woul d just work with themto ensure in those conditions
where it's of concern there would not be grid charging.
And whol e goal of charging -- battery charging is to do
it at a tine that's convenient for the grid.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. So you're saying grid
charging, not fromthe attached sol ar project, then?

MR TAN:. Correct. Gid charging only.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. And then now

for the Caballero, that's -- that's -- | knowthis is
tal ki ng about -- yeah, Caballero -- that's how many --
it's 300 negawatts -- 300 negawatts of storage?

MR TAN: Yeah. | think this one -- this should

be 200. So | wote 300 here, | think, and that it should
be 200.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. So it's a 200-negawatt
battery and a 200- negawatt solar array; correct?

MR. TAN. Correct, yes.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Now, would there be a situation
where you woul d di scharge both fromthe solar at the sane
time that the battery's dischargi ng?

MR TAN: Not in the full amount. So we --

there's 200 negawatts of each, but we do limt the

project size to 200 negawatts net. So if -- if we're
out putti ng 200 negawatts of solar, we will not do any
battery.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MR TAN. But if we were outputting the
100 negawatts of solar, we can out put up to 100
nmegawatts of battery, so the conbined total is 200, and
it remains below that at all tines.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. So you won't be
di scharging fromthat facility by nore than 200
nmegawat t s?

MR TAN:. Yeah, in total, correct.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MR TAN. That's -- that's -- and that's how it
was studied, and that's required in our interconnection
agreenents as well, soit's a hard limt.

CHWN STAFFORD: So it's even though it's
theoretically possible it could discharge 400 at one
time, that will not happen?

MR. TAN: Correct.
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CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Oh, is this Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFCORD: All right. Go ahead.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have sone questions if it's
appropriate to ask themnow. A couple of themare as
kind of followup to what you asked about the Staff
report. And first 1'd |like to thank the Applicant for
providing us with data requests and their responses. |
find that very hel pful.

| am wondering -- and perhaps this is sonething
that the Commttee can be thinking about and the
Applicant also. |'m wondering whether we need to do
anything to assure ourselves and the public that the
battery -- the battery -- potential battery charging
overl oad situation cannot occur. Perhaps maybe sonet hi ng
along the lines that ensures that the, | don't know,
operating conditions will be certified such that that
won't occur maybe in their generator interconnection
agreenent or sonething. Anyway, whether or not we need
to do that or whether we can just take everybody's word
for it that they're going to operate in a safe manner.

The ot her question -- another question that I
have is what happens if SRP doesn't approve the
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I nt erconnecti on agreenent? What happens with the
transm ssion lines? WIIl we only have part of that, you
know, the part that is from Pi nal ?

MR TAN. R ght.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Not the 500kV line? What

woul d - -

MR TAN.  Yeah, if the interconnection
agreenents are not approved, | nean, that's -- at |east
at this stage these are reliant on that approval. But we

al so don't see any situation where they're not approved
as long as we've gone through the interconnection study
process and negoti ated everything with the utility
that -- it's not typical for themto reject any of these.

But, correct, these projects wll each need
their own interconnection agreenents. So the Caballero
porti on woul d need the interconnection agreenment with
Salt R ver Project.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

And one ot her question, and that is do you --
are you aware of whether your project was included in TEP

and SRP's ten-year plans prior to 20237

MR TAN: " m not. |"' m not aware.
MEMBER LI TTLE: | have a real concern that the
projects -- that nmany of the projects that we're seeing

submt ten-year plans for the very first tine in the sane
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year that they put in their applications. And the whole
intent of the BTA and the 10-year plan process is that at
the time that a project is conceived the 10-year plan
filings begin.

And I will note that the first 10-year filing --
10-year plan filing that was submtted by the Applicant
was this year. And yet it appears that this project was
bei ng consi dered and proposed to the utilities prior to
t hat .

And that's all | have right now. Thank you,

M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Little.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Two questions. You don't have
an of ftake agreenent. In the event that you have a
tolling agreenent and you don't have operational control
of that battery and the asset, what's the mtigation plan
and how do you present that?

MR TAN. Well, | nmean, the plan is to just
proceed with these at this tine only if we do have an
of ftake agreenment. So that's -- that's really the
whol e - -

MEMBER FONTES: So back to the battery issue.

MR TAN:  Yeah
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MEMBER FONTES: |If you don't have operati onal
control, you have to readdress it with the Comnmttee?

MR TAN. | would think so. But the -- it's
whet her we have operational control or the utility would
have operational control. Al the parties would be
operating in a way to ensure none of these, you know,
concerns were to happen.

And even -- it's not just our -- even if when
it's us, it's not just our operational control. The
utility is the one nonitoring their grid. So they would
be the one telling -- even if we're saying we want to
charge now, they would be nonitoring and saying it's not
safe so you can't charge.

MEMBER FONTES: So the operational control wll
be back on the utility under a tolling agreenent?

THE COURT REPORTER: |'m sorry?

CHWN STAFFORD: Into the mc.

MEMBER FONTES: So the operational control would

be back to the utility for concern on the battery?

MR TAN. Well, yes. | nean, it's always a -- a
conbi nation of both. Both of us need to operate it. But
they -- and they need our approval to -- sorry. They
need to approve any -- any sort of charge or anything as
wel | .

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you.
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Second question. On the Pinal Wst substation.

MR TAN: Yes.

MEMBER FONTES: Can you characterize the access

roads around that substation because there's |like four
different utilities. And while | know SRP has it and
you're getting into NEPA, and we're getting overl apped
wth CEQA. You have Western Area Power Adm nistration,
you have Tucson Electric Power. That is a pretty

i mportant substation to this state.

Can you characterize how you | ooked at that in
terms of rights-of-way, access, and your environnental
wor k t oday?

Because your gen-tie |lines are going over
vari ous access roads to different utilities to get into
Pi nal West.

MR TAN. R ght.

MR MORETZ: Can you clarify? Are you asking
froma -- froman our access perspective?

MEMBER FONTES: How did your studies | ook at
that in assessing, because, as | said, a substation may

be physically owned and operated, but there's other

utilities who have access roads for fire, for operational

control, because they all utilize the sane substation in

the State, especially Pinal West and Pinal Central.

So in your coordination did you coordinate wth
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the other utilities?

MR MORETZ: W coordinated with other utilities
to the extent that the lines thensel ves actually needed
access. So as we | ooked for the line routes into the
substati on, we worked with a nunber of different |and
owners.

And, as you nentioned, it's a very congested
area. And the routes that we have today are based on
f eedback not only fromutilities but | andowners in the
area and an attenpt to navigate existing lines into the
subst ati on.

MEMBER FONTES: GCkay. Now, in doing so did you
coordinate that wwth the interconnect, because, again,
there's a ot of interconnect that's going on parallel to
this, and then you have access roads, and that's always a
dynam c pi cture?

To what extent was there cross-coll aboration
fromthe environnmental work with the interconnect as you
get into the facilities use charge here, or, I'msorry,
the facilities studies, or is that sonething that's
ongoi ng ri ght now?

MR TAN. So that -- and that part -- that's
usually -- that discussion happens in nore detail wth
the utilities after the executed interconnection
agreenent. And once we get into detail ed engineering
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and -- which would have -- their engineers but also their
permtting team their |and team that usually occurs at
that stage nore so than at the facility studi es stage.

MEMBER FONTES: |'m nost concerned on Caballero
because that's a pretty inportant piece of property in
ternms of the electrical utility grid here.

MR TAN. R ght.

MEMBER FONTES: So you are -- | would say have
you done that yet, or have they got to that point?
Because | think you' re at that stage.

MR TAN. Right. So they're still going through
the facility study now, so we haven't gotten that
f eedback yet. | nean, they're aware of the project, and
t hey know that any of these such concerns woul d be on
their side as well.

But we will get nore feedback during the
facility study, and then even nore feedback after
executing the interconnection agreenent and get into the
det ai | ed design discussions with them

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you.

MR TAN:.  You're wel cone.

BY MR MOYES:

Q M. Tan, just a couple of foll owup questions.
Is it fair to say that a utility wll not execute an L4 A
or a large generator in a connection agreenent until all

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 220 VOLUME | 06/05/2023 46

of these other access concerns have been satisfied to the
utility's satisfaction?

A (M. Tan) For -- that stage. |If they're
satisfied to that stage, they would. But we could
execute an i nterconnection agreenent, but then continue
to the nore detail ed discussions after that point.

So they may not, like, just stop it, but they
need to get it to the point they're confortable with the
i nt erconnecti on agreenent, which, | nean, so far they,
have and then we'll go into nore detail afterwards.

Q And with regards to the Staff data requests and
the letter that was sent in response to the Chairman's
letter, is there any concern on behal f of Avantus that
you woul d not be able to nmeet any of the mtigation
requi rements or protective requirenents nentioned in

those letters?

A (M. Tan) At this tinme we have no concerns
about that.
Q In fact, it would behoove you to only operate

those facilities under the proper conditions that those
agreenents require; correct? Oherw se, you' d be
viol ating the agreenents and --

A (M. Tan) That's correct. And if we violate
the agreenents, they -- and the agreenents can be
termnated, so it is in everyone's best interest to do
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Sso.

Q And is it fair to say also that neither of these
projects for gen-tie lines will be constructed if there
is not an of ftake agreenent or what sone people refer to
as a power purchase agreenment or PPA?

A (M. Mretz) That's correct.

Q Thank you.

MR MOYES: M. Chairman, | have no further
gquestions for the Avantus panel, but we're happy to
entertain any additional questions fromthe Conmmttee at
this time if there are.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | do have one nore
questi on.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'mjust curious both for the
project -- the solar plants itself and also for the
transmssion line, is the -- is the -- is the project

| eased or purchased fromthe private | andowners?

MR. MORETZ: For the portion not on BLMI| and we
do actually have a m x of purchase and | ease. There's
nore than one | andowner, so we have nultipl e agreenents.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: | have a coupl e qui ck questi ons.

So the Applicant is 315PC 8ME LLC, correct? And
it will own both |ines?
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MR MOYES: M. Moretz, you can answer that.

MR. MORETZ: The Applicant would own -- the
Applicant would not own the lines. The Applicant would
own the environnental permts. The projects thensel ves
are there's a legal entity for both the Pinyon and the
Cabal l ero projects that are separate fromthis Applicant.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Now, are those the
two identified in Section 3 of the application as the
entities that filed the 10-year plans?

MR MORETZ: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So that would be 265BH
8ME LLC, that would be the owner of the Pinyon tie-Iline.
And then the Caballero gen-tie would be owned by 307PW
8VE LLC?

MR MORETZ: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: So what is -- so the Applicant's
role would just be to own the environnental permts and
not the actual |ines thensel ves?

MR, MORETZ: The Applicant would own the |ines
until such tinme that the projects thensel ves had of ftake
agreenents. At which tinme the environnental permt would
be assigned to each of the project entities.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So now do the --
those two entities, do they own the associ ated sol ar and
storage facilities as well?
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MR. MORETZ: They do.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And so 315PC will only
own the lines until such tine as the two projects have
of ftakers then? That's ny understanding is correct?

MR MORETZ: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'m confused. Who will own the
lines after that?

CHWN STAFFORD: My understanding is that the
Pi nyon |ine would be owned by 265BH entity, and the
Cabal l ero project and |ine woul d be owned be the 307PW
entity. |Is that correct, M. Miretz?

MR MORETZ: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

MR MOYES: If | may shed sone |light on the
reasoning for that with sone additional questions for our
W tnesses if that m ght be hel pful.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you.

BY MR MOYES:

Q M. Mretz, is it typical for projects like this
after being permtted to be assigned, sold, transferred
to other entities other than the ones who actually
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permtted it or obtained the initial |and use rights?

A (M. Mretz) It is conmon

Q Wul d you say that's the majority of the
practice for such projects?

A (M. Mretz) | wuld say that a | arge portion,
yes.

Q And so is there a high likelihood that one or
ot her or both of these projects at some point nay be
transferred and assigned to a different entity, an
offtaking entity or sone other construction entity?

A (M. Mretz) Yes, that is correct.

50

Q And naturally, of course, the permts associated

with those would then be transferred and be the
responsibility of the newentity as well?

A (M. Mretz) That's right.

Q So none of the conditions that are required
under this or any of the other ancillary permts that
Ms. Ham I ton nentioned would be null, void or escapable
by nmeans of transferring to another entity any of these
proj ect conponents?

A (M. Mretz) That's correct. And it's very
common and as another entity acquires these they go

t hrough a diligence process, and they're aware of any of

those requirenents or stipulations well in advance of any

such assi gnnent.
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Q So with these two different projects
connecting -- although connecting in the sane Pinal Wst
Substation, they' re connecting to two different utilities
who have different requirenents; correct?

A (M. Moretz) That's correct.

Q Is it fair to say it would be extrenely
difficult to naintain the sane ownershi p between two
different projects that are connecting to two utilities?

A (M. Moretz) Pretty unheard of.

Q Is there a high likelihood that they will be
conducted on different tine lines?

A (M. Mretz) They very likely will be.

Q Ckay. And hence the need for your requesting
two separate CECs in this process; correct?

A (M. Mretz) That's correct.

MR MOYES: Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairnman, question.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Follow ng up on Menber Little's
question there on the rights-of-way and the |license to
| ease of the right-of-way, is that the sanme entity that's
bei ng applied here for these pernmits that owns the | and?

MR MORETZ: The rights-of-way that are being
acquired fromprivate | andowners are the sane entities as
the two projects. So 265BH and 307PW own t he
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rights-of-way that they've gotten fromprivate
| andowners.
MEMBER FONTES: Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: No ot her questions from Menbers?
All right. M. Myes, please proceed.
MR. MOYES: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Wth your perm ssion then we will excuse
M. Mretz and M. Tan fromthe Avantus panel, if you
will, and call M. Lindenlaub. M. Hamlton will also be
assisting M. Lindenlaub. And | will introduce
M. Lindenl aub, and then we will discuss the tour and the

virtual tour.

CHWN STAFFORD: You'll give us the virtual tour
before we discuss the tour; right?

MR, MOYES: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MR MOYES: By way of introduction first,
M. Lindenl aub, would you please state your full name.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Let's swear himin first.

MR MOYES: Oh, I'msorry. W forgot to do
that. You're correct.

MR LI NDENLAUB: Affirmation, sir.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you affirmthe testinony you
wll give in this matter will be the truth, the whol e
truth, and nothing but the truth taking into
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consideration the penalties for perjury in the State of
Ari zona?

MR. LI NDENLAUB: | do.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Pl ease begin, M. Myes.

BRI AN LI NDENLAUB and TRACY HAM LTON,
called as wtnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirnmed or sworn by the Chairnan
to speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR MOYES:

Q M. Lindenlaub, 1'll repeat the question
Pl ease state your nane and busi ness address for the
recor d.

A (M. Lindenlaub) M nanme is Brian Lindenl aub.
The address is 4001 East Paradise Falls Drive, Tucson.

Q And who do you work for, M. Lindenlaub, and
what is your job title?

A (M. Lindenlaub) | work for WstLand Resources,
and |"'ma Vice President in the environnental services.

Q And do you have previ ous experience testifying
before this Commttee?

A (M. Lindenl aub) 1| do.
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Q Appr oxi mat el y how many cases have you testified
bef ore?

A (M. Lindenlaub) A half dozen or nore at this
poi nt .

Q Thank you. Can you pl ease describe your

educati onal background and experi ence?

A (M. Lindenlaub) Yes. | have Bachelor's
degrees in geol ogi cal engineering and fisheries and
wildlife. M experience since 1994 has been with
environnental permtting, federal permts as well as
state and local permts in Arizona.

Q Thank you.

MR MOYES: M. Chairman, we submtted as part
of our pre-filed exhibits as your request a route tour
and itinerary map, which was submtted as
Exhibit No. BH14. | think after you see the virtual
tour that we are about to present you w |l understand why
we hi ghly recommend not using that tour itinerary and
taking a physical tour due to the renote | ocation of
t hese project sites.

But we can tal k about the actual itinerary
af t erwar ds.

So if we're able to pull up the tour at this

time, | wll et M. Lindenlaub take it away.
MR. LI NDENLAUB: Ckay. Thank you. So we -- if
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 220 VOLUME | 06/05/2023 55

you keep in mnd the ubiquitous figure that we' ve al
been | ooking at all afternoon, we start on the west end
of the proposed alignnent at the proposed Caball ero
substation. And we're traveling to the east. You can
see the Booth Hills in the md ground.

The 500kV Caballero line is going to be shown in
red. Again, this is at the southernnost end of the
proposed Pinyon Sol ar Project.

At the Booth Hills the proposed |ine takes a
route around to the north, again, follow ng the southern
boundary of the Pinyon Solar Project. Here we see the
proposed Pinyon substation. And we're going to start the
Pi nyon gen-tie here shown in purple. It travels
approximately .2-mles to the east before it joins the
corridor with the Caballero gen-tie line. And fromthis
poi nt on they share a common corridor, that 200-f oot
corridor that was descri bed previously.

And, again, we're generally continuing to the
east through uni ncorporated Maricopa County.

CHWN STAFFORD: Both lines will fit inside a
200-f oot right-of-way; correct?

MR LI NDENLAUB: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: So how far apart are the poles
from each other, fromeach |ine?

MR. TAN. Sorry.
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MR LINDENLAUB: |'m not sure about that.
MR. MOYES: |Is your mcrophone |ight green?
MR TAN:. Yeah, the light's green.
MR MOYES: Maybe pull it just a little bit
cl oser.
MR. TAN. | can speak up.
CHWN STAFFORD: |I'mstill not hearing it. The

mc's not picking you up.

MR TAN.  Yeah. |I'mnot sure why it is not
wor ki ng.

| s that working?

Ckay. So the distance -- well, | have the
di stance between the two -- the actual wres fromthe two
circuits, that's 113 feet. |In terns of the poles, | wll

get that answer for you guys.

CHWN STAFFORD: So it's 113 feet between the
conduct ors, then?

MR. TAN:. The conductors.

CHWN STAFFORD: So the separate |ines?

MR. TAN. From each set, yeah.

CHWN STAFFORD: And that's just -- does that
neasure just distance and not change in el evati on because
the one line is taller than the other, correct, or is it
bot h?

MR TAN. | think it's just the distance. And,
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you know, it's primarily fromjust safety standard desi gn
and OSHA standards naki ng sure you can do |line on one
work -- or work on one line safely w thout being
negatively inpacted by the other |ine.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Geat. Perfect. Thank
you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have a question about that
zi gzag that we just saw as opposed to a nore straighter
route into the substation. Wat's the reason for that?

MR. MORETZ: The gen-tie route is a function
of -- well, any gen-tie route is a function of a nunber
of things, whether it be environnental constraints or
what ever .

In this case, there are lots of different
private | andowners out there. Sone |andowners were nore
open to rights-of-way easenents than others. So this
route does avoid sone known environnental features but
also is a function of |andowners that were willing to
enter into rights-of-way agreenents.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Which |eads ne to ny next
question. | sort of assuned that would be case.
recogni ze the route around the end of the hills there,
but that little zigzag, did you get any feedback from any
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of the | andowners who maybe did not want to grant
right-of-way but it looks like the line will be right
adj acent to their property? D d you get any feedback
fromany of thenf

MR MORETZ: Brian, are you able to zoom out?
| ' m not exactly sure where we are on the zigzag.

MR. LI NDENLAUB: Yeah. Let ne pull up that
ot her figure.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'mtal king about the -- I'm
sorry, |I'mnot making nyself clear.

The little -- the thing that |ooks |ike a chair
in the -- where both lines will be in the right-of-way.

MR MORETZ: So we are not the only devel oper
out here. There are other solar conpani es | ooking at
projects in this area. And we worked with anot her
devel oper who that devel oper is granting us a
ri ght-of-way, and part of the zigzag is to avoid an
I npact on their project.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairnan, question.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Just to follow up on yours, can
you characteri ze when you get back to us, Patrick, on the
bl owout ranges for each of those two circuits and how
they can be accommobdated in that -- the wdth of the
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ri ght-of-way there too.

MR TAN. Yes, I'll get that to you

MR MOYES: Are there any other additional
questions fromthe Committee before we resune the tour?

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed.

MR MOYES: Go ahead, Brian.

MR. LI NDENLAUB: Thank you. W're getting very
close to the end here as you can see. W're crossing
from Maricopa into Pinal County. And these are the
respective lines. There's the boundary at Bl ack Muntain
Road. And these are the respective lines tieing into the
substation, the Pinal Wst Substation.

BY MR MOYES:
Q M. Lindenlaub, is accurate to say that at this
time there aren't any easily accessible roads that would

al |l ow convenient view ng of the gen-tie routes?

A (M. Lindenlaub) That's correct.

Q | presune your field biologists have been out
there. |1'mguessing they had to use 4 X 4 vehicles to --

A (M. Lindenlaub) That's correct. There's a |ot

of wal king to access a lot of the alignnent. That's
correct.

Q So would you say it would be very difficult to
conduct an actual in-person tour today or tonorrow of
this site?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 220 VOLUME | 06/05/2023 60

A (M. Lindenlaub) It would be chall enging.

MR, MOYES: Wuld any of the Commttee Menbers
benefit fromviewing the virtual tour one nore tinme, or
are there any additional questions on that?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menbers online, did you hear

t hat question?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have no further questions.
Thank you.

MEMBER FRENCH: | have no questi ons.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wth no -- | guess -- | guess

the Conmm ttee shoul d di scuss probably whether we want to
have an actual tour or not. |[|I'minclined, due to the
renot eness of it and the thoroughness of the virtual
presentation, the virtual tour, | don't think a physical
tour is necessary, but I will -- like to hear from ny
col | eagues and what their thoughts are.

MEMBER DRAGO. M. Chairman, |'d nake a notion
to not have a physical tour, but this is satisfactory.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Drago.

MEMBER MERCER: | second.

CHWN STAFFORD: All in favor say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD: Opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: There will be no tour. Thank
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you.
Pl ease proceed, M. Moyes.
MR MOYES: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Then | see no need to admt BH 14 at this point,
whi ch woul d have been the alternative tour itinerary.
Wth the tour conplete then we wll nove to the
remai nder of M. Lindenlaub's environnental testinony.
BY MR MOYES:

Q M. Lindenl aub, can you pl ease describe for the
Conmm ttee your particular role for the Booth Hlls
Transm ssion Project?

A (M. Lindenlaub) Yes. | served as the
principal in charge of the project preparation.

Q And can you give us a brief overview of the
topics that you plan to cover today in your oral
testi nony?

A (M. Lindenlaub) | can. W're going to discuss
publ i c engagenent next. And then follow ng that, we'l
di scuss the various environnental resources that were
eval uated, including | and use, biological resources,

vi sual and cul tural resources, recreation, and noi se and
i nterference.

Q Pl ease describe with your description of the
public invol venent process, M. Lindenl aub.

A (M. Lindenlaub) Certainly. 1In a broad
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overview we -- as is typical for these projects we had a
regional -- we did a regional and comunity assessnent,
devel oped a project website to maintain the infornmation
that the public could access, devel oped a dedi cated
project e-nmail and phone nunber, again, to allowthe
public to provide comment.
We conpl eted a newsletter nmailing, in fact, two
newsletter mailings to a surrounding area. W did an
i n- person open house, and then nmade sure that the
notification of the CEC hearing was distributed
appropriately and al so did sone social nedia adverti sing.
MR MOYES: M. Chairman, in your packet of
pre-submtted exhibits starting wth Exhibit BH 8.
BY MR MOYES:
Q M. Lindenlaub, BH 8 is described as an
affidavit of publication of the notice of hearing.
Have you had a chance to | ook at that exhibit?
A (M. Lindenlaub) | have.
Q I s that an accurate description of the newspaper

publications that were conducted on behal f of the

Appl i cant ?
A (M. Lindenlaub) It is.
Q M. Lindenl aub, can you turn to BH 9, if you can

t ake the binder?
A (M. Lindenlaub) Certainly. |I'mthere.
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Q And can you descri be what this actual exhibit
cont ai ns?
A (M. Lindenlaub) Yes. |It's a sunmary of our

public outreach efforts for the Booth HIlls Project in
support of the CEC

Q And that was a list of all inquiries that were
recei ved on the various forns for public outreach as well
as the Commttee's -- or the Applicant's response; is

that correct?

A (M. Lindenlaub) At the tinme of submttal,
correct.
Q Ckay. And is it correct that the conpany has

conti nued to respond as they've been abl e between the
time that these exhibits were filed and the date of the
heari ng today to your understandi ng?

A (M. Lindenlaub) That's correct.

Q Ckay. Wuld you pl ease sunmari ze for the
Commttee the nature of the conments that were received.

A (M. Lindenlaub) Certainly. W had the
expected communi cation fromthe Arizona Game and Fi sh
Depart nent .

I n addition, the comments fromthe public fell

into broad categories. The first one bei ng general
I nterest given property ownership in the area. The
second bei ng questions about the nature of the solar
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project and the sourcing of the materi al s.
And then a final comrent was received regarding
access to recreation shooting out in the BLM

Q M. Lindenlaub, to the best of your know edge
were all of those inquiries responded to by the
Appl i cant ?

A (M. Lindenlaub) To the best of ny know edge,
that's correct, or are in the process of being responded
to.

Q Ckay. And | presunme that the folks by nature of
havi ng reached out to the Applicant for whatever -- or
from what ever formof notice they received were al so
presented with infornmati on on how to attend or make

addi tional comments in these proceedings; is that

correct?

A (M. Lindenlaub) That's what | understand,
correct.

Q Ckay. |Is there anything el se you wi sh to say

about the public outreach efforts or Exhibits BH 8 or 9?
A (M. Lindenl aub) No, thank you.
MR MOYES: M. Chairman, | would nove to admt
BH 8 and BH 9 into evidence.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Should | ask ny questi ons now,
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or do you want to finish?

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go ahead.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. |'mnot real sure on -- |
reviewed the e-mails that were a part of the Application
itself. And I'mnot real sure which ones of those were
included in Table 1 of BH 9.

But | did have sonme questions about the ones
that were included in the application, and nmaybe they're
al so sunmari zed in that exhibit.

But the first question is a question froma
gentl eman naned Buddy, and it appears that the team
responded to his call, but then it al so says that
M. Cook will be followng up with M. Venture, who is
Buddy, | guess, with the additional details. |'mjust
curious whet her or not that was done.

MR MOYES: Tracy, will you please describe for
the Commttee who M. Cook is who's referenced in that
comment .

M5. HAM LTON: Yes. M. Cook is our Vice
Presi dent of Land Devel opnent. He's overseeing all of
t he | andowner coordi nation for this project, and | can
confirmthat he did follow up with every person that
inquired. And there were a | ot of |andowners that were
interested in discussing selling their Iand or just
interested in how this could benefit them

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 220 VOLUME | 06/05/2023 66

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

And | did have one other question about one of
the e-mails that was in the Application itself, and that
was a question from M. M chael Shoen, and he gave the
coordi nates of his properties, and the response fromthe

Appl i cant was the coordi nates of the project itself.

And |'mjust curious -- those coordinates didn't
mean anything to ne. |'mjust wondering how cl ose that
gentl eman's property is to the project. 1'll give you a

mnute to find that e-mail.

MR MOYES: WMenber Little, can you direct us to
the specific place in the Application that you're
referencing the e-nail.

MEMBER LI TTLE: It isin Exhibit J. And there
were sone copies of e-mail correspondence that happened.

CHWN STAFFORD: It's about five pages after the
bl ue sheet.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah.

MR MOYES: I'msorry, did you say Exhibit --

CHWN STAFFORD: J.

MEMBER LI TTLE: J.

MR MOYES: | m sunderstood Exhibit A MW
apol ogi es.

M5. HAMLTON: | have the e-mail. | can look it
up, but fromwhat | recall the individual stated that it
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was approximately three-quarters of a mle fromhis
property. It was further. But if you'd like, | can just
pull the coordinates really quick and do a conpari son and
gi ve you an exact nunber.

MEMBER LI TTLE: He did not follow up with any
concerns?

M5. HAM LTON: No. No, he did not.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

M5. HAMLTON:. No. W notified | andowners
within a two-mle radius as well as within a one-mle
radius of the area of Mobile. So a lot of |andowners
were notified where the project was actually pretty far
fromtheir property.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, as long as there was he
did not express any concerns about it, that's all | was
trying to --

M5. HAM LTON:  Under st ood.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MS. HAMLTON:. No, he did not follow up. Thank
you.

MR MOYES: Ms. Ham lton or M. Lindenlaub, are
you aware of any public nenbers who responded negatively
or otherwi se objected to the projects that we are here
today requesting permts for, the gen-tie projects?

MR. LI NDENLAUB: |'m not aware of anyone, no.
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MR, MOYES: Sanme answer for you, Ms. Ham | ton?

MS. HAMLTON:. Yes. |'mnot aware of any.

MR, MOYES: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. You would ask that
Exhibits BH 8 and 9 be adm tted?

MR. MOYES: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Those are admtted.
BH 8 and BH 9 are adm tted.

(Exhibits BH8 and BH 9 were admtted.)
BY MR MOYES:

Q Bef ore we nove on fromthe public outreach al ong
wth the notice requirenments, M. Lindenlaub, if you
woul d | ook at Exhibit BH 10.

A (M. Lindenlaub) |[|'mthere.

Q Coul d you describe for the Commttee what that
represents to your understandi ng?

A (M. Lindenlaub) This is proof of placenent of
the pre-filing transcripts at the local library, the
Maricopa library.

Q And is it accurate to say that the court
reporters per the procedural order of the Chairnman
submitted the transcripts to the public | ocations
directed therein?

A (M. Lindenl aub) Yes.

MR, MOYES: Ckay. M. Chairnman, we would al so
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nmove to admt Exhibit BH 10 if there aren't further
questi ons.
CHWN STAFFORD: BH 10 is adm tted.
(Exhibit BH 10 was admtted.)
BY MR MOYES:

Q M. Lindenlaub, is it your understandi ng as part
of the Procedural Order fromthe Chairman and as is
common for any of these CEC matters, the applicant is
required to provide notice to all affected rel evant
jurisdictions; is that correct?

A (M. Lindenlaub) That's what | understand.
That's correct.

Q Is it your testinony that the applicant in this
case has done so and provided notice to those rel evant

jurisdictions for the Booth Hlls Transm ssion Project?

A (M. Lindenlaub) That's correct.

Q And those jurisdictions would be the BLM the
county of Maricopa, and the county of Pinal; is that
correct?

A (M. Lindenl aub) Correct.

Q Looking to BH -- Exhibit BH11. M. Lindenl aub

woul d you support the conclusion that Exhibit BH 11 is an
accurate copy of the letters and notice that were sent to
those jurisdictions?

A (M. Lindenl aub) Yes.
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MR. MOYES: Unless there's further questions, we

woul d al so nove for adm ssion BH 11, M. Chairnman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Exhibit BH 11 is admtted.

(Exhibit BH 11 was admtted.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Wuld the court reporter like a
break at this tine?

THE COURT REPORTER: | never say no to a break.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. It seens |ike we've
reached a good stopping place. Let's take a 10-m nute
recess.

(Recess from2:41 p.m to 3:03 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the record.

M. Moyes, you're going to continue your direct
on M. Lindenlaub?

MR MOYES: Yes. Before we do that, if you'l
i ndul ge us, there was a question that one of the
Conmm ttee Menbers asked M. Tan regarding the distances
between the lines wthin the shared corridor. He's
obtained that information. And if you'd like, we can
suppl enent the record with that right now

CHWN STAFFORD: Excellent. Please do.

MR TAN:. Yes. The distance between the
towers -- earlier we tal ked about the closest circuits.
The towers is -- it's around 140 to 145 feet apart.

And then the question for the blowout. | nean,
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t he di stance between the phases is 25 feet to take into
account the bl owout of the -- yeah, any bl owout issues.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. M. Mbyes, please
pr oceed.
MR, MOYES: Thank you.
BY MR MOYES:

Q M. Lindenl aub, going back to the previous |ine
of questioning which had to do with the public notices
that were distributed, we were reviewi ng a series of
exhi bits and wanted to go through a couple nore of those.

A (M. Lindenlaub) Certainly.

Q And then turn you | oose on the rest of your
presentation for the environnental factors, if you will.

A (M. Lindenl aub) Ckay.

Q Turning to Exhibit No. BH 12, woul d you descri be
what BH- 12 purports to i nformus of?

A (M. Lindenlaub) Yes, sir. |It's an affidavit
show ng where the signs were posted for the notification
of the public hearing.

Q And are you going to be presenting testinony

further on regarding those signs and show ng what those

| ook |ike?
A (M. Lindenlaub) 1| am
Q Ckay. And lastly, BH 13, M. Lindenlaub. You

menti oned previously a newsletter that was sent out to
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t he public.
A (M. Lindenlaub) That's correct.
Q Is this an accurate description of the posting
of that newsletter or the mailing of that newsletter?
A (M. Lindenlaub) Yes, it is.
Q And | believe you'll have slides show ng nore
details regarding each of those itens that we just
di scussed on each of those exhibits; is that correct?
A (M. Lindenlaub) That's correct.
MR MOYES: M. Chairman, we simlarly would

nove to admt BH 12 and BH 13 into the record.

CHWN STAFFORD: | have a quick question on
BH- 13.

It says the letter was sent to the stakehol der
mailing list. |I'mnot seeing that as part of this
exhi bi t.

MR LI NDENLAUB: The stakeholder nailing |i st
was the one generated previously regarding for the first
newsl etter announcing the project and the open house.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wiere is that in the record?

MR LINDENLAUB: |'mnot sure that it is.

MR MOYES: | believe it's described in the
Application itself, isn't it?

MR. LI NDENLAUB: If it is, it would be in
Attachnment J.
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BY MR MOYES:
Q Can you descri be what the outreach of that

mai | i ng area was, M. Lindenlaub?

A (M. Lindenlaub) | can. It was a 3 S exercise
to overlay a two-neter -- or two-neter -- two-mile buffer
around the Booth Hlls Transm ssion Line Project. In

addition, given the proximty we included a one-mle
buffer around the community of Mobile to the north of the
proj ect .

Q Looki ng at the actual application under
Exhibit J, M. Chairman and M. Lindenlaub, would it be
accurate to describe on the first page of Exhibit J
| abel ed page J-1 at the bottomin italics is security a
description of newsletter 1.

Wul d that be the newsletter to which the
Chairman is referring that you said was the first
newsl etter?

A (M. Lindenlaub) That's correct.

Q Ckay. And that distance outreach that you just
descri bed applied to both that newsletter as well as this
one, which was nore relevant to the CEC hearing; correct?

A (M. Lindenlaub) That's correct.

MR MOYES: D d that answer your question,
M. Chairman?
CHWN STAFFORD: Alnpst. In the mailing list I'm
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not seeing -- | do see fromthe public house there's
sign-in sheets where people gave mailings and e-nuil s,
but it's nmy understanding that the first newsletter went
out prior to the open house; correct?

MR LINDENLAUB: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFCORD: But we don't have the newsletter
mai ling list, though.

MR, LINDENLAUB: |'mnot sure the nailing |ist
itself has been admtted, but it is readily acquired.

CHWN STAFFORD: Can you tell ne |ike how many
people are on that mailing list?

MR LI NDENLAUB: Sure. |In fact, | think we're a
slide away fromthat. 358.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, there you go. Thank you.

MR LI NDENLAUB: Certainly.
BY MR MOYES:

Q M. Lindenlaub, is it accurate to say that
typically the public nmenmbers on those nailing lists don't
want their addresses published in public records |ike
this?

A (M. Lindenlaub) That's a reasonabl e assertion,
M. Moyes, yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: My question is really nore to
not to ascertain the individual addresses --
MR LI NDENLAUB: O course.
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CHWN STAFFORD: -- but for the background of how
many -- how many -- how big the universe of interested
persons potentially was.

MR LINDENLAUB: That's right. And pl ease bear
in mnd that that's strictly for the newsletter mailing
itself. There was al so, as you know, advertisenents in
the | ocal newspapers, and then, as | alluded previously,
advertising on social nedia as well.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And M. Myes, you
had a notion to admt is it BH 12 and 13?

MR MOYES: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
Menmber s?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. BH 12 and BH 13 are
adm tted.

(Exhibits BH 12 and BH 13 were admitted.)

BY MR MOYES:

Q The last thing relevant to -- the |l ast exhibit
relevant to M. Lindenlaub's testinony -- and, again, he
wi Il show sides that el aborate in nore detail, but the
final exhibit -- or on the list that was originally
submtted to you, M. Chairnman, BH 17.

M. Lindenlaub, if you could turn to that, so we
can admt it. And then --
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A (M. Lindenlaub) |[|'mthere.

Q BH 17 was | abel ed as a proof of social nedia
outreach. Can you describe what that exhibit shows for
us?

A (M. Lindenlaub) Certainly. It's essentially
four slides summarizing the results of the social nedia
out r each.

MR MOYES: Wth that said we woul d al so nove
for adm ssion of BH 17, M. Chairnman.

And then M. Lindenlaub will proceed with the
rest of his presentation.

CHWN STAFFORD: Any questions from Menmbers on
Exhibit BH 177

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Exhibit BH17 is
adm tted.

(Exhibit BH 17 was admtted.)

MR MOYES: | should note | believe at the

76

begi nning of the hearing, M. Chairman, we admtted 18 up

front. Was that correct?
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes. 18 and 19 have both been
adm tted.
BY MR MOYES:
Q And 18 is nerely a continuation of additiona
soci al nedia responses that were recei ved between the
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time this was first filed and to the |atest that we coul d
publish for today; is that correct, M. Lindenlaub?
A (M. Lindenlaub) That's correct.
Q Ckay. | just wanted to clarify that.

MR MOYES: |If there aren't any other questions
regardi ng those exhibits fromthe Commttee or the
Chai rman, then we will ask M. Lindenlaub to nove forward
w th the remai nder of his public outreach presentation as
wel |l as his environnental presentation.

MR LI NDENLAUB: Thank you.

As indicated, this is the study area we
descri bed previously in the 358 recipients. |In addition,
we published notification of the open house and the
project and the website in the Pinal Central Publication
as well as the Arizona Republi c.

The open house was held at the Maricopa Library
and Cul tural Center in Maricopa.

Alittle bit information related to the
newsl etter mailing and the adverti senent, both included
proj ect descriptions and a nmap, open house details, the
dates it ran on, and the note that the newsletter miling
was distributed in both English and Spani sh.

The public open house was held on April 12,
again, at the Maricopa Library and Cultural Center.
Typi cal of open houses there were several stations that
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I ncl uded maps and texts sunmari zi ng the project.
Representati ves from both the applicant and West Land
partici pated in the open house. 12 nenbers of the
community and | ocal stakehol ders attended. Conmment forns
wer e provi ded but none were conpleted at the open house.

Moving forward to the notice of hearing and
revisiting sone of the things we've already tal ked about.

MR TAN:. The first slide here relates to the
posting of the signs. |In coordination with the Chairnan
we identified five |ocations around the project to post
signs. An exanple of one is shown on the | eft-hand
sl i de.

In addition, in order to neet the 10-day
publication deadline for the notice of hearing, we
publ i shed back-to-back notices in the Arizona Republic on
April 28, and 29t h.

And, again, the notice of hearing was
distributed to the sane recipients that received the
original newsletter. There were public view ng |ocations
both at the Maricopa Library and Cul tural Center where
t he open house was held and then also at the Ak-Chin
| ndi an Conmunity Library, also proximal to the project.

So other elenents of public involvenent as
I ndi cated previously included a dedicated project e-nail,
whi ch received a few e-mails as were descri bed
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previously, as well as a dedi cated phone nunber for
recei ving voi ce nessages.

There was a project web page that was frequently
updated that included all relevant project information as
wel | as opportunities for the public to provide conment.

Here we have the social nedi a engagenent
results. W posted on both Facebook and Instagram W
had communi cati on as noted here. The adverti senents
reached over 4400 Facebook users and over a thousand
| nstagram users. G ven the nature of social nedia, the
radi us was extended to 10 mles around the project.
Facebook had 70 clicks directing themto the website, and
the I nstagram posting had 15.

We al so published briefly on Nextdoor. There
was no engagenent on the Nextdoor posting. Oh, here we
go right here. Zero clicks to the website.

Ckay. Assum ng everybody's okay, I'll nove on
to the environnmental conpatibility discussion. Thank
you, M. Chairman.

Ckay. As indicated previously in our overview,
we're going to address | and use, biol ogical resources,

vi sual resources and cul tural resources, recreation, and
t hen noi se and interference.

We'll start with Iand use. Apologies for the

text dense slides, but, as noted previously, the bul k of
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the project is located in Maricopa County with a short
half mle of the project in Pinal County.

The project is located on BLM | ands within the
| ower -- within the tenure of the | ower Sonoran Field
Ofice as noted in the 2012 resource nmanagenent plan by
the | ower Sonoran Field Ofice. They have a goal of
managi ng | ands to support the devel opnent of alternative
ener gi es.

The applicant, as Ms. Ham | ton noted, has been
coordinating with the BLMon the | arger project since
2020.

In addition, the project is |located north of the
Sonoran Desert National Mnunent. Also nanaged by the
BLM under that resource nanagenent plan. And as
i ndi cated previously, the BLM as part of their NEPA
process will assess the project's potential effects to
t hat feature.

The project is also located in what's been
identified as the preferred corridor alternative for
Interstate 11, but | think, as we all know, that project
isn't devel oped enough to really informthe project
al i gnnent .

No gas pipelines cross the project area, and
overall the project is consistent with that Resource
Managenent Pl an pl an.
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Wth regard to biological resources, the
project, as we saw on the flyover, occurs in the Sonoran
Desert scrub biotic conmmunity, which is a conmmon bione in
southern Arizona. There is no designated or proposed
critical habitant for federally |listed species or
important bird areas in the project area.

The Arizona Gane and Fi sh Departnent has
identified the Gla Bend and Sierra Estrella Linkage
| ocated within the footprint of the project.

Specifically with regard to sensitive species,
our information identified three species listed under the
Endanger ed Species Act as having a potential to occur in
the project area. Those being the California Lease Turn,
the Western YellowBilled Cuckoo and the Sonoran
Pr onghor n.

The bird species requires sone type of riparian
habitat generally, so they would not be expected to use
the project, and the project is well outside the known
current range of the Northern Pronghorn.

There is no suitable nesting habitat to either
the eagles listed under the Bald and Gol den Eagl e
Protection Act. The project contains suitable foraging
habit for BLM sensitive bat species that may roost in the
near by Pal o Verde Mount ai ns.

I n addition, other species that we understand
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the BLMis currently considering include the Sonoran
Desert Tortoise and Western Burrowi ng OM surveys, which
are ongoing and will conti nue.

So in their work with the Arizona Gane and Fi sh
Departnment and the BLM the applicant has brought forward
a nunber of mtigation elenents to be considered during
t he NEPA eval uation, and those include preconstruction
surveys for mgratory birds for those areas where
vegetation wll be disturbed, conducting a Burrow ng Om
survey prior to vegetation di sturbance and then
rel ocation of those Burrowing OMs if they're identified,
and then mnimzing nighttinme |ighting.

So in conclusion, while there is sone potenti al
for inmpact to wildlife as a result of the ground
di sturbing activities that are being proposed, in the
light of the | arger habitat for these species, it would
be relatively mnor. Federally |isted species are
unlikely to occur in the project. And because the
project being considered is a transmssion line, it is
not anticipated to affect the wildlife corridor
identified by the Arizona Gane and Fi sh Departnent.

Wth the primary tool for the visual resources
eval uation was the flyover that we observed previously.
As noted in that flyover, the project is surrounded by
desert scrub |land and a few ant hropogeni c features, sone
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roadways, et cetera. There are no designated scenic
areas within or nearby the project, and so inpacts to the
scenic areas would be relatively snmall and short in

dur ati on.

As part of this evaluation in addition to the
flyover, we identified a key observati on point accessible
by the public about 2.2 mles to the northeast of the
project area as can be seen in the sinulation on the
| eft-hand side of the screen. The project is not
observabl e at that | ocation.

And | would like to note as part of the NEPA
evaluation, the BLMw Il evaluate both the Booth Hills
Transm ssion Project as well as the |larger solar projects
as part of their NEPA eval uation per specific BLM
requi renments.

BY MR MOYES:

Q Now, this viewpoint, can you describe a little
nore about where it is? Is it off a main road? 1Is it
sonewher e where soneone could potentially | ook at the
project fronf

A (M. Lindenlaub) So the |ocation was an attenpt
to get sone elevation. |It's not really on a main road in
the area, but it was an attenpt to get sone elevation to
be able to see the project. As you saw in the flyover,
it was quite flat. And so finding a place where we m ght
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be able to view the project and that was ot herw se
accessi bl e was the chall enge there.

CHWN STAFFORD: Accessi bl e how?

MR LINDENLAUB: By light vehicle. Not by
wal ki ng or by 4 X 4.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. Thank you.

MR. LI NDENLAUB: Ckay. Wth regard to cultural
resources, sone archaeol ogists did a record search that
i ncluded a one-mle buffer around the proposed project
area as shown in the imge on the |eft.

You can see the |list of data sources. The
primary one being AZSITE. And as part of the eval uation
determ ned that approximately 40 percent of the project
area has been surveyed to nodern standards.

However, the result of that eval uation indicated
that there were no registered eligible sites | ocated
within the project area. There were three potentially
regi stered eligible sites |located wwthin the one-mle
buffer, but none which inplicated the project area
itsel f.

And, again, as part of their obligation under
NEPA, the BLMw Il require survey of the remaining
60 percent of the Booth Hlls alignnent, and they wll
engage in consultation wth both the state historic
preservation office and interested tri bes.
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Wth regard to recreation, recreational
resources, in the -- for this BLM property, which
includes OHV trails, and then, as indicated previously,
in formal recreational target shooting.

The cl osest wilderness areas are 11 and 3 miles
away fromthe project. As noted previously, the project
area is adjacent to the Sonoran Desert Nati onal Mnunent,
whi ch is used for canping, hunting, hiking, OHV use, and
w | dlife observation.

Movi ng on to the conprehensive plans for the
county jurisdictions, that there are no future plans to
support recreational activities in this area. And the
project is not anticipated to permanently i npact
recreati on as access to the nonunent or other recreation
opportunities.

Wth regard to noise and interference for the
two transmission lines, the single project, construction
noi se as antici pated would be tenporary and woul d occur
during daylight hours primarily. The operational noise
fromthe project would be anticipated to be
di sti ngui shabl e from anbi ent conditions, but the nearest
rural residences are approximately a half mle east of
t he Pinal Wst Substation, the eastern term nus of the
al i gnnent.

The potential signal interference is considered
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to be unlikely.
So, in conclusion, the project would be
consi stent with | ocal zoning and federal |and use
managenent plans. The project is |ocated on sone
privately owned | ands as well as BLMIland. And in our
estimation the project would result in mninml effects
and therefore be environnentally conpatible with regard
to the resources identified there.
BY MR MOYES:
Q Thank you, M. Lindenl aub.
Does that concl ude your Power Poi nt presentation?
A (M. Lindenlaub) It does.
Q I n summary, M. Lindenl aub, have you forned an
opi nion regarding the overall environnmental conpatibility

of this project?

A (M. Lindenlaub) | have.
Q And what is that opinion?
A (M. Lindenlaub) Gven the nature of the

project and the nature of the resources in the project
area, we believe that the project is environnentally
conpati ble with the area and in keeping with desi gnated
pl ans for the area.

MR MOYES: Thank you. M. Chairman, that
concl udes ny questioning for the second panel, the
envi ronnental panel, and we are happy to entertain any
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questions fromthe Commttee at this tine.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. | have a quick
questi on.

So you said that 40 percent of the project area
has been adequately surveyed?

MR. LI NDENLAUB: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: And that the applicant has
agreed to do a Cass 3 survey for the renmai ni ng portions
of the project site area?

MR LI NDENLAUB: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And you'll -- the result
of that survey you'll share with BLM and SHPO?

MR LI NDENLAUB: That's correct. BLMis
requiring the survey. The result of the survey wll be
summarized in a report provided to the BLM
ar chaeol ogi sts, who will then reach out to and engage
with SHPO and the interested tribes.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: A followup to that question,
and that is a requirenent under sone |law, right?

MR LI NDENLAUB: That's correct. The Nati onal
Hi storic Preservation Act and the BLM s obligation under
Section 106.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

88

MR MOYES: M. Ham lton, would you |like to add?

M5. HAM LTON: Thank you. | just wanted to add
that actually the Cass 3 has been conpl eted, and the
report is being finalized, but we have been in
coordination with the Bureau of Land Managenent's
archaeol ogist for quite sone tine. Qur gen-tie |line
alignnent had changed a little bit. And so we had
previ ously conducted surveys, but that has been
conpleted. So if needed we can share that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. | had a question
regardi ng Exhibit D.

MR. LI NDENLAUB: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: It refers to the Logan Sinpson
2022 Pinyon Sol ar Project social project biological
survey report. | didn't see that anywhere in the
mat eri al s provi ded.

MR. LI NDENLAUB: So that report was conpl et ed
for the BLMfor the variance process. It was
prelimnarily evaluated and then decided that we had it,
and we | ooked at it, but then we conpl eted our own
bi ol ogi cal eval uati on.

CHWN STAFFORD: In addition to that?

MR. LI NDENLAUB: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: That was just the kind of
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begi nni ng step?

MR LI NDENLAUB: That's correct, M. Chairnman.

CHWN STAFFCORD: All right. Thank you.

Any ot her questions from Menbers?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LITTLE: | -- just out of curiosity, I'm
| ooking to see what this map is. It's Figure 2 in the
application under Exhibit B. And it has E and then a big
nunber, N, and a big nunber. What do the E and the N
refer to? East and north? |I'mjust curious |ooking at
it. | couldn't figure that out.

MR LI NDENLAUB: This is Exhibit B under
envi ronnental studies, correct? O, |I'msorry, did you
say A Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: B

MR. LI NDENLAUB: B?

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Yes.

MR. LINDENLAUB: So the first report to cone up
under there is a cultural resources report. Ch, I'm
sorry, those are coordi nates, easting and nort hing.

MEMBER LI TTLE: What does that nean? |'mj ust
curi ous.

MR. LI NDENLAUB: That is a very reasonable
question. So | couldn't tell you what coordi nate system
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it"sin. In fact, it may be on -- listed on here, but
basically it's an idea of |locating a feature in space so
far east of one point and so far north of another point
to give you a single coordinate.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | figured that, but | couldn't
figure what point it's east and north of, but thank you.

MR LI NDENLAUB: Certainly.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Like | said, | was just curious.

MR. LI NDENLAUB: NAD 1983 UTM Zone 12N is the
coordi nate systemthat was used for that.

VEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. M. Chairnman, | think
that's all ny questions. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Little.

Any ot her questions from Menbers?

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman, | have a question.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, please, Menber Fontes.
MEMBER FONTES: | know you're still going
t hrough the NEPA. The substations in Arizona are

characterized by bat infestations at a certain tine of

90

the year, and they have to engage in repellant al so known

as purpl e Kool - A d.

Did your study look at that? | knowthis is a

transm ssion |line, but you can't operate a line w thout a

substation in terns of the bat. And can you characterize

that for us?
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MR. LI NDENLAUB: W're way on the front end of
doi ng an evaluation. W're still conducting baseline
surveys for what's there.

MEMBER FONTES: Ckay.

MR, LI NDENLAUB: So in support of the
envi ronnental assessnent for the | arger project a
bi ol ogi cal eval uati on has yet to be conpl et ed.

| ' m not m sspeaking, aml, M. Ham |ton?

M5. HAMLTON: No, you're not mn sspeaking. And
that is actually not sonething that the BLM has brought
up to us. And, generally speaking, we wouldn't be able
to intervene. And on the SRP or TEP portions we would
not -- | mean, that would be past our -- our point of
i nterconnection. So | don't know what their protocol
woul d be, but for our project substations that's not
sonet hing, but | can certainly discuss that with the BLM
and their resource specialist.

MEMBER FONTES: Second question on that is when
you did your initial work for this permt, did you | ook
at the floodplain and/or any kind of sinkholes, and can
you characterize what that m ght have entail ed? Because
that's been a big problemin ED4 and ED5, which are
substations in this county.

MR. LI NDENLAUB: Over fl oodpl ains or sinkhol es?

MEMBER FONTES: Sinkhol es, yes, during
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constructi on.

MR. LI NDENLAUB: No, you know, that's a
geot echni cal eval uati on.

MEMBER FONTES: Yeah.

M5. HAMLTON: So | can also comrent on that.
So we are in -- we're waiting on our categorical
exclusion fromthe BLMto conduct geotechni cal
eval uations of the full solar site, and then there'll be
a second geotechnical evaluation for the gen-tie itself.

We are aware of the floodplains that are out
there. W' ve had a hydrol ogy and hydraulic study done.
We've had prelimnary design devel oped for the sol ar
project as well as for the gen-tie, which is those
structure figures that you were seeing. So we have about
a 30 percent design that will continue to be refined as
t he project advances, but those are things that we are
absolutely aware of, and we retained | ocal engineering
consultants to devel op those designs and experts in the
hydrol ogy and hydraulics of Maricopa County and all of
Arizona to ensure that those things were considered, and
we are not constructing within floodplains. So we won't
be putting any structures or anything. | nean, we're
avoiding to the extent practicable, and we wll be
continuing to evaluate that.

MEMBER FONTES: That's good. Thank you.
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So you said categorical exception under the NEPA
for the transm ssion. Does that include the substation?

M5. HAMLTON: | apologize if | msspoke. The
categorical exclusion is for the geotechnical eval uation.

MEMBER FONTES: Thanks for the clarification.

M5. HAM LTON:  Sure.

MEMBER FONTES: Thanks, M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | did find one other question
that | -- sonething else that | had highlighted in ny
revi ew.

In Exhibit J, a letter is provided -- or it

provided a letter that cane from Fish and Gane --

Gane and Fish. And as one of their recommendations, they
recommended that vegetating -- revegetating disturbed
areas wth native drought-tol erant speci es be done.

s the applicant willing to do that, to nake a
commtnent to do that?

M5. HAMLTON: So we are continuing to
coordinate with Arizona Gane and Fi sh Departnent to
design the project, to evaluate their concerns, to
m nimze inpacts where practicable, and we are not
pl anning to go through the site and bl ade and grade it.
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But, obviously, for safety purposes vegetation
does need to big nowed or nmintained, you know, for
vari ous reasons, just for safety for access, for fire,
et cetera. W don't have any plans to revegetate the
site, but that's sonmething that we can, you know,
continue to | ook at.

l'mnot sure if that's feasible. [It, obviously,
has to do with the assign. And, again, one of the
bi ggest things that we're doing here to mnimze
envi ronnental inpacts is to avoid devel opnment in the
washes, and so that woul d al so include the vegetation
t hat hel ps prevent erosion and sedi nent downstream but
there are requirenents that we have to neet for
retention -- you know, naintaining flows and on-site
retention.

And so to neet all of the requirenents that are
needed to maintain water quality standards, et cetera,
there are a lot of factors that we have to consider. So
it just may not be feasible to | andscape the site, and
ultimately it wll depend on what the BLM asks for and
their stipul ations.

But as far as the gen-tie goes, we will only be
di sturbing in the areas that are necessary, and, again,
part of the reason that we col ocated these lines wthin
the sane corridor is to mnimze overall disturbance and
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renoval of vegetation

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

M5. HAM LTON: You're wel cone.

CHWN STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
Menber s?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: That concl udes your presentation
t oday, M. Mbyes?

MR MOYES: It does. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you want to give a closing
statenment now, or do you want to wait until after public
conment ?

MR. MOYES:. \Whichever you would prefer.

CHWN STAFFORD: If | were in your position, |
think 1'"d want to do it closer to the tinme when the
Comm ttee votes, but it's up to you.

MR MOYES: W can do it tonorrow when we vote
or | can do that tonight.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. Wll, with that, we
have no other infornmation fromthe applicant to present
at this point.

Then we do have a nunber of people fromthe
public here now. | know we have anot her public coment
session noticed for 5:30 this evening, which we w ||
still do, but since we're all here and nenbers of the
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public are here as well, | think we could take public
coment fromnow so that they will not have to cone back
here at 5: 30.

So let's take a brief recess and then find out
who fromthe public wants to speak. And when we cone
back, we wll allow themto do so.

MR MOYES: M. Chairman, there are a coupl e of
other snmall procedural itens to take care of, which we
can do after the break or tonorrow, whichever you prefer
regardi ng the adm ssion of the renmai ni ng exhi bits that
were pre --

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's do that after public

comment .

MR, MOYES:. Ckay.

CHWN STAFFCORD: | had a few t houghts.

MR MOYES: kay.

CHWN STAFFCORD: So -- all right. Wth that, we
will take a brief recess followed by additional public

comment. We're in recess.

(Recess from3:38 ppm to 3:56 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back on the
record. W have public coments schedul ed for 5:30, but
we can also take it at the discretion of the Chairnman.
And now that the applicant has presented its case, we
have sonme tine, we have sone nenbers of the public here
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that are wwth us and would |i ke to speak.

We have Moni ca Labadi e.

Pl ease cone to the podi um over here.

Go ahead. Thank you.

M5. LABADIE: | would just |ike to request a
second open house. | did get a letter with a posted date
of the first open house, and on that date | was not able
to nmake it.

One of the things that would help ne to
visualize this a little better you guys had a great nap
with purple and red lines showing the different |ines,
and | would actually like to see those lines drawn wth
spray paint on the ground as SRP, APS, and Sout hwest Gas
do when they're looking at lines. And it would help ne
personally to visualize the project a little better.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you.

We al so had Robert Gentry and Sue Gentry sign
in, but they did not wish to speak.

We al so had Aubrey Jacobs sign in, but she did
not wi sh to speak as did Ryan Teel e and Ross Babcock.

All right. Wth that, we will go back to recess
until 5:30 when we resune with the formal and previously
noticed public coment. W're in recess. Thank you.

(Recess from3:58 p.m to 5:33 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back on the
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record.

Now is the time set for public comment for Line
Siting Case 220. Do we have anyone on the |ine?

AV TEAM MEMBER M. Chairman, we have Toby
Little and David French online but no one fromthe
publi c.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And there's no one
present here anynore? All right.

Well, let's go off the record, and then if
sonmeone calls in or shows up, we'll go back on the record
to take their comments. At least till six o' clock, so
we'll give themthat w ndow for soneone to call in or
show up.

So, with that, we're off the record.

(Recess fromb5:33 p.m to 5:50 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: W have soneone who's called in
for public coment on the Zoom Can you pl ease state
your nane?

MR FINCHER My nane is WIlliamFincher. 1'm
one of the property owners that are adjacent to -- not to
the Booth Hlls line, but I'ma property owner adjacent
to the proposed solar -- solar plants on the -- they're
pr oposed on BLM | and.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So go ahead and nmke
your conment. So you have three m nutes.
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MR. FINCHER: Not sure how t hese whol e things
work. | was just curious about how it was going to
proceed, what are the easenent that are allowed. W
actually live -- we have property that is adjacent to an

airport, so we take off and land in an airplane there.
And we were wondering how cl ose the solar panels are
going to be. The transmssion lines | don't think are
going to be an issue, but the sol ar panels, how cl ose
they cone to our property may be an issue. And then we
wer e wonderi ng about that.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Can you pl ease spel
your |ast nane for the record?

MR FINCHER F-1-n-c-h-e-r.

CHWN STAFFORD: Does that concl ude your
comrent s?

MR FINCHER. Yeah. That was just to ask a
question. | wasn't sure how this whol e thing would
proceed. But that was the reason | sort of tuned in to
t he whol e t hing.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Well, your best bet
to get an answer to that question is probably fromthe
appl i cant.

MR FINCHER  Okay.

CHWN STAFFORD: Have you given them your contact
i nformation?
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MR FINCHER | -- | addressed it when they had
a nmeeting out in Maricopa, and | was just curious on how
they were going to address that. | haven't heard back
fromthem so | guess kind of wait and see.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. well --

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, can | ask one
question?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

VEMBER LI TTLE: l"mjust -- M. Fincher, |I'm
wondering if you -- you said you had asked them at a
meeting out in Maricopa. |'mwondering if you had

recei ved a response.

MS. | RENE: No.

MR. FINCHER. No, hadn't. They said they were
going to call, e-mail. Haven't heard anyt hing.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Myes, would you like to
follow up with this --

MR MOYES: W certainly will. | renenber
M. Fincher fromthe open house. And | believe you spoke
with --

MR FI NCHER: Hey, Jason.

MR MOYES: Good to see you. | believe your

spoke with Tristan Cooke, Avantus' real estate expert.

W will certainly follow up with Tristan to nake sure he
addr esses - -
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MS. | RENE: I think Ms. Ham | ton.

MR MOYES: Tristan and Ms. Ham lton can -- w |
follow up with you. | believe -- did you -- | don't
t hi nk anyone signed in to the sheet for that open house,
and so that nmay be one of the reasons they have not --

MS. | RENE: No, we did.

MR. MOYES:. You did? Ckay.

MS. IRENE: W signed in.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ma'am could you please identify
yoursel f for the record?

M5. IRENE: Sure. M nane is Kinberly Irene.
Last nane |-R-E-N-E.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Wuld you also like
to make comment ?

MS. | RENE: No.

MR FINCHER  She has the sane answers as we --
we're husband and wife, so it's a common use. | nean, we
take off and | and out there all the tine.

MS. | RENE: Yeah, we have an airport out there,
so we were just wondering, you know, the proximty of the
sol ar panels to our airport.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MR MOYES: Assum ng you |left a phone nunber or
contact info on that sign-in sheet, we wll nake sure
M. Cooke contacts you. But would you do us an
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additional favor, M. Fincher, and send an e-mail to the
project website, the sane place where you got the info
for this call-in --

MR FINCHER: Yes, sir.

MR MOYES: -- with that info again just to nmake
sure that we don't let you slip through the cracks.

MR. FINCHER: Yeah. Yeah. And | think, you
know, because you guys were addressing the transm ssion
i nes, the solar panels, sort of down the road.

MR MOYES: That's correct.

MR FINCHER W just -- get alittle bit of a
buffer so we don't have sol ar panels at the approach and
our departure. W want a little bit of a buffer so that
we're not taking off and | andi ng over sol ar panel s.

M5. I RENE: Yeah. That was our only concern.

MR FINCHER  That was our biggest concern. |
know this is way down the road. So that was why we tuned
into this thing. And, actually, we just wanted to hear
comments --

MS. I RENE: Yeah, we kind of wanted to be on
|ive stream not on Zoom W're not -- in the Zoom --

MR FINCHER. So, sorry to take up you guys'
time. You guys have way nore inportant --

MS. | RENE: Yes.

MR FINCHER -- ancillary issues to deal wth.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you very nuch for your
comment s.

MS. | RENE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do we have anyone el se on the
i ne?

AV TEAM MEMBER. M. Chairnman, | believe they
were the only comrenters online.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Well, we'll wait
another four mnutes to see if anyone el se shows up for
conment s.

M5. IRENE: Can we nute this?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, please, nute your m c when
you're done tal king. Thank you.

Let's go off the record.

(Recess fromb5:56 p.m to 6:00 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Let's go back on the record.

It's six o' clock now, and no ot her public

commenters have cone in person or called in to the phone

or the Zoom So we will recess until tonorrow norning.
At nine o' clock, we wll commence the hearing. W stand
in recess.

(The proceedi ngs recessed at 6:00 p. m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
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to print under ny direction.
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